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The Setup
Low drops south through 
CA/NV, with NE to SW 
oriented jet.

Surface high building into 
northern NV - strong 
offshore pressure gradient

Post frontal cold air flows 
into the Great Basin.
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Pressure Gradient and Wind Max from Feb 9, 2020   



NAM-3km Cross section

Downslope or rapidly 
descending air 
signature. 

Winds funnel between 
gaps in terrain.

Graphic at right from
Tropical Tidbits and 
@nplareau

GOES-17 WV Loop
@nplareau

https://twitter.com/nplareau/status/1226571967504863233?s=20
https://twitter.com/nplareau/status/1226585133966213120
https://twitter.com/nplareau/status/1226585133966213120?s=20


Flying about Reno/Tahoe and the Sierra...





Mammoth Mtn Dec 1, 2011 - Wind reporting capped at 150 mph

Additional information from USFS Inyo NF

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/inyo/home/?cid=stelprdb5355082


Feb 9, 2020 - Impacts



Kirkwood Feb 9, 2020

Pictures from Kirkwood



Kirkwood 209 mph (unverified) wind gust



Taylor Scientific Engineering - Kirkwood 

State Climate Extremes Committee - 2017 CA State Record 

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/monitoring-content/extremes/scec/reports/20171207-California-Strongest-Wind-Gust.pdf

