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Aerial photo of NWS Omaha during the flood. 

Photo courtesy of Valley, NE resident, Juston Brazda.
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Fortune 500/1000 Companies with offices in 

Omaha:  Berkshire Hathaway, Aflac, Union 

Pacific, Pacific Life, Kiewit Construction, Mutual 

of Omaha, TD Ameritrade, Green Plains, Inc., 

Valmont, and Werner Trucking

• Omaha Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium

• Offutt Air Force Base/Strategic Command

• Warren Buffett /Berkshire Hathaway -

Fortune rank #3

• Creighton University

• University of Nebraska 

• NCAA College World Series

• Host to the Olympic Swim Trials

• #20 - Livability.com - Top 100 Best Places 

to Live

• #1 - Silicon Prairie - Omaha and Lincoln -Up-and-

Coming-Tech Hotspots (Livability.com)

• Music Venues/Amazing Restaurants

• Ease of Travel - Omaha Eppley Airfield
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Primary Causes of Flooding Here

• Locally heavy/ 
prolonged rainfall 

• Spring snowmelt and 
ice jams

• High flows from the 
Missouri River 

https://www.commerce.gov/
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The Stage Was Set-Primed for Flooding

Wet Fall and Winter | Snowy and Very Cold February
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Deep Snow Cover/Frozen Ground

16”

23”

4-16”
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Pre-Event Messaging/Preparations

● December of 2018 -

River Ice Meeting  

● Monthly, and then 

Weekly Ice Jam 

Conference Calls 

Began February 8th

● Twice-Weekly calls 

began March 4thLocal Ice Jam Meeting - Columbus, NE 
6 March 2019 - Standing Room Only -
Public - NEMA - Law Enforcement

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/


@NWSOmaha     Building a Weather-Ready Nation  NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE OMAHA/VALLEY, NE

Pre-Event Messaging/Preparations

● Spring Flood Outlook -

March 7, 2019 - increased 

threat for MAJOR flooding 

● Flood Watch March 11, 

2019 highlighted the 

potential for MAJOR 

flooding due to upcoming 

potential rain on frozen 

ground.

● A dry run for helicopter ice 

jam drop explosives 3/13 

– were not needed due to 

the natural break-up.
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A Bomb Cyclone Was The Catalyst
● 13 March, 2019 - Rapid 

Snowmelt/Heavy Rain

(Daily Weather Maps)

1-3” 
Rainfall
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Messaging the Historic Flood
SitReports/Conference Calls/SM/Interviews

Friday March 8, 2019
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March 8, 2019

NWS Omaha/Valley, NE

March 16, 2019
Platte River near 

Ashland, NE 

March 10,
2019
Platte River 
near 
Ashland, NE 
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Observers were vigilant, 
however hyper-rapid rises 
still caught people off-guard

USGS River 

Gage

Levee break

NWS 

Omaha/Valley
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Questions/Contact Information
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Our People…
Evacuation Routes Were Closing Fast
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Photos at NWS Omaha After the Evacuation
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Catastrophic Damage

Dan Lucht

Office of Governor Pete Ricketts
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The Catastrophic Flood

• 35 all-time record crests
• 47 federal levees failed
• 350 miles of levees on the

Missouri, Platte, Elkhorn 
rivers and tributaries 
experienced significant 
damage

• 75 of 124 gages reached 
flood stage (OAX HSA)

• 21 gages exceeded major 
flood stage, 23 crested in the 
moderate flood category - 31 
reached minor flood stage

https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
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Impacts – Lives/Livelihoods Lost
• Five lives lost. 112 people rescued by 

Nebraska National Guard. Many more 

rescued by local first responders.

• At least US$1.3B in Nebraska and US$1.6B 

in Iowa in damage/losses due to flooding.

• AON estimates regionally total economic 

losses US$4.0B and US$1B in claims.

• Offutt Air Force Base - $420M in damage.

• 3300 mi of highways were closed during 

the storm. 200 mi of roads (NE) & 27 bridges 

were damaged or destroyed.

• Major Disaster Declaration – 104 cities and 

81 of 93 counties in Nebraska and 59 of 99 

counties in Iowa.

https://www.commerce.gov/
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Lessons Learned... 
• Communication and good partner 

relationships prior to events are critical

• Maintain a well-trained/experienced staff

• Conduct flood surveys immediately 

afterwards

• Pair new employees with experienced 

staff when deployed to the state EOC

• Include alternate routes in the 

evacuation plan

• Practice the COOP (Continuity of 

Operations) plan to identify gaps in 

services

CR AAR March 2019 Flooding/Blizzard 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17AJoU_sPz8

OxMnwhEIVSeRcMBpMWRfuSg8tsrRZnSdA/edit?usp

=sharing

Paradise Lakes 
Bellevue, NE (WOWT)
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Contact Information
Catherine M. Zapotocny

DOC/NOAA/NWS Omaha/Valley, NE
cathy.zapotocny@noaa.gov

402 359-5166
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