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Background Motivation Factors
Researchers often require specialized suites of instruments in order to carry out the scientific field work needed to understand the complex, interdependent The goal of this audit is to ensure that all data and associated software are » Different standards of practice lead to
geophysical processes that govern our planet. The National Science Foundation provides the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) Earth Observing safeguarded throughout the data handling process, and that community redundancies, and not all staff are aware of all
Laboratory (EOL) funding for the acquisition, operation, maintenance and upgrade of these instruments to support observational meteorology across the globe. standards of practice for data stewardship and software version control are tools that can help them.
The data collected during these field campaigns are a legacy of NSF’s investment. Simple and timely community access to collected data and associated followed. « Data handling processes were developed
software tools, quality control, and preservation of the collected data for decades fosters scientific research well past the end of the field phase of a project. independently and are often based on historical
precedents, so data workflows vary widely.
Support of EOL instrumentation is spread across three observational Facilities; the In-situ Sensing Facility (ISF), the Research Aviation Facility (RAF) and the Example instrument pages * |[nstrument Pls have varying backgrounds and
Remote Sensing Facility (RSF). EOL's Computing, Data and Software (CDS) Facility has led the efforts to increase the coordination and stewardship of these data MTP technical expertise.
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