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Tornadoes show a correlation 

with population centers 

However, tornadoes also 

show a strong tendency to    

occur in the major north-south 

oriented valleys and along the 

coast.  

Using Salem (SLE) soundings: 

  Characteristic      Average      Max/High 

  Low CAPE:        82 J kg-1       216 J kg-1  

  Low EL:         690 mb      473  mb 

  High 0-3km Helicity:   252 m2 s-2      710 m2 s-2  

Vancouver WA 

 F3 April 1972 

 F1 January 2008 

Aumsville OR 

 F1 March 1960 

 F2 December 2010 

20 tornadoes F1/EF1 or greater 


