
Thirty Years of  Making Atlantic Seasonal 

Hurricane Forecasts - Lessons Learned, 

Certitudes Abandoned 



1 JUNE 1982 

“There is no way to tell 

how active the coming 

Atlantic hurricane 

season is going to be.” 

-Neil Frank, Director of NHC 
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Knaff    Thorson                Blake    Landsea 
      Klotzbach  



Bill Gray and Phil Klotzbach 



  

2008 
  

7 Dec. 
2007 

Update 
9 April 

Update 
3 June 

Update 
5 August 

  
Obs. 

Hurricanes 7 8 8 9 8 

Named Storms 13 15 15 17 16 

Hurricane Days 30 40 40 45 29.50 

Named Storm Days 60 80 80 90 84.75 

Major Hurricanes 3 4 4 5 5 

Major Hurricane Days 6 9 9 11 8.50 

Accumulated Cyclone Energy 115 150 150 175 146 

Net Tropical Cyclone Activity 125 160 160 190 164 

  

2010 
  

9 Dec. 
2009 

Update 
7 April 

Update 
2 June 

Update 
4 August 

  
Obs. 

Hurricanes 6-8 8 10 10 12 

Named Storms 11-16 15 18 18 19 

Hurricane Days 24-39 35 40 40 37.50 

Named Storm Days 51-75 75 90 90 88.25 

Major Hurricanes 3-5 4 5 5 5 

Major Hurricane Days 6-12 10 13 13 11 

Accumulated Cyclone Energy 100-162 150 185 185 163 

Net Tropical Cyclone Activity 108-172 160 195 195 195 



2013 
Seasonal 
Hurricane 
Forecast 

“The best laid schemes of mice and 
men sometimes go awry” --  R. Burns 

GRAY 
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21st NOAA Climate Workshop, Huntsville, AL (1996) 
 

FORECAST OF GLOBAL CIRCULATION 

CHARACTERISTICS IN THE NEXT 25-30 YEARS 
 

 

William M. Gray 

(written in 1996) 
 

We expect that these changing THC (or MOC) patterns will 
lead to enhanced intense (or major) hurricane activity in 
coming years and to a small global surface temperature 
cooling.  It is likely that the mean global surface 
temperature change in the next 20-30 years will be more 
driven by nature than by anthropogenic influences and be 
one of weak cooling, not warming.  


