Overview of the 24 May 2011 Tornado Outbreak
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Resulting Event

* 5 main supercells

e 12 Tornadoes
— 1 EF5, 2 EF4, 2 EF3, 2 EF2, 2 EF1, 3 EFO

11 deaths, 311 injuries

 Amazing reaction to forecasts and warnings

Lookeba tornado Goldsby tornado w/ forming tornado
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Canton Lake

 Canadian Campground
— 80/133 campsites and 69/69 trailer sites occupied

— No fatalities at campground
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Radar Observations

e TDWR, KTLX/KVNX, KOUN, MPAR, OU-PRIME, CASA,
NOXP, RaXPol, DOW

— 3 of the tornadoes were observed by mobile radars
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EF-Scale Considerations
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Forecast/watch/warning response

School and church closings announced

-
NWC lecture hall serving as‘community shelter

-~
Topics: Business, News, Schools -
From: | no-reply@normanki2.0... 2 Hide
To: | Rick Smith »
]

5th Grade Recognltlon Rescheduled

May 24, 2011 9:53 AM @ Mark as Unread

Roosevelt Parents,

Due to the threat of severe weather St B B ;.,i.'ﬂu R
between 5-7 p.m., that may include - é ¥ *4-'5“ﬁ : o

damaging winds, hail, and Insk of CO.U‘_QSV athény Hardzmskl

tornadoes, we are postponing our 5th

Grade Recognition until WEDNESDAY,

MAY 25, at 7:00 PM. Our hope is this e OKC shut down in ea r|y afternoon

storm will miss Norman, but we feel the . d . .

need to be precautionary to ensure the C Tlnker AFB 2" Shlft InStrUCtEd not
safety of our Roosevelt family. .
= —— to come in

* Unforeseen problems

A few schools and churches have decided to play It Saie and ca

weather. R ‘  Shelters filled up HOURS before

The following businesses and schools have decided to close for Tuesday. May 24. 2011

event
* DeVry University- Night Classes Canceled Tonight
* Family Expectations - PM Senvices/ Activities Canceled Today ° _ 1 1
* Heritage College- PM Classes Canceled Tonight N on d es Ign ated S Ites u sed as
* JD McCarty Center- Events/ Activities Canceled Tonight g 5 g
* Messiah Luthern Church- PM Senvices/ Activities Canceled Today Sh e Ite rs (| N CI u d | ng b rea k—| ns ! )
* Messiah Luthern School- PM Services/ Activities Canceled Today
® Metro Tech- Closing at 3 p.m. Today 74 ” a
« Mid-Del Tech- Night Classes Canceled Tonight e “Rush hour” occurred Just as
® OU Children’s Physicians- Closing at 3 p.m. Today b
* QU Physicians- Closing at 3 p.m. Today
® Oklahoma City Public Schools- PM Services/ Activities Canceled Today eve nt ega n
.

Oklahoma City University- Closing at 3 p.m. Today



Other Considerations

Broadcast coverage

— Many impacted citizens stated that receiving information on
their specific storm difficult because the station they tuned to
at the time focused on one storm

Stopping traffic in front of storms

— Hard right turn by El Reno tornado...traffic was stopped on 140
due south of where this occurred

House designs

— Interior rooms?

Why did people act...
— So early?
— What was different?




24 May 2011 Outbreak

Low number of fatalities for 3 significant tornadoes near populated metro area
Diverse radar dataset collected
Highlights potential issues with EF-scale and determination of EF-ratings
Amazing community response to not only warnings, but forecasts and watches
Severe weather risk mitigation a spectrum-wide responsibility
* Builders, business leaders, emergency management, local government,
meteorologists, society at-large and individuals!




