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Supports the People of Montana 

through the  

Historic Flooding of 2011 
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2011 Flooding a Statewide Event 
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Beartooth Pass 
June 2011 



Impact Decision Support Services 
Provided by WFO Great Falls 

Weather Story Internet Homepage Graphic 

E-mailed Notifications for Partner Groups 

Wide Audience GoToMeeting/Webinar 

Specific User GoToMeeting/Webinar 

Governor’s Tour on Preparedness 

State SECC/EOC Support 

Individual Phone Support 

In Person Briefings to Groups 

County and Town Hall Meetings 

Digital Billboard with Safety Message 

Damage Assessments with DES and others 

Flyer for Residents in Flood-threatened areas 

FEMA R-VIII Briefings for Congressional Staffers, et. al. 

Weather Section for FEMA’s request for Presidential Declaration 

Weather Section for Governor’s request for Presidential Declaration 



Assistance from  

Western Region Headquarters 

• WRH provided an 
additional FTE for 
7 days 

• Duties included 
routine operations 

• Allowed local staff 
to focus on more 
critical matters 



Governor’s Tour on Preparedness  
Series of Town Hall Style Meetings 

– Governor 

– DNRC 

– NWS 

– MANG 

– DES 

– DOT 

 



SECC Support 
Daily Briefings 

• State Emergency 
Coordination Center 

• Federal, state, county, 
and tribal officials in 
attendance 

• Coordinated message 
from all MT WFOs  
– Current conditions 

– Warnings 

– Weather and flood 
forecasts 

– Expected impacts 



SECC Support 
Electronic Billboard Messages 



SECC Support 
Governor Declaration 

• Composed the 

weather/climate 

summary used by 

Governor 

Schweitzer in 

request for  

Presidential 

Declaration 

• Done “on-the-fly”  

 



SECC Support 
FEMA Declaration 

• Composed the 
weather/climate 
summary  

• Critical to state 
gaining financial 
assistance 
– “It means the 

difference for the 
State of Montana 
getting the 
Presidential 
Declaration….” 



Town Hall Meetings 

• Twin Bridges 

• Chinook 

• Sun River 



Frequent Briefings and Interviews 



Flood Assessments 



Thank You! 

weather.gov/greatfalls 

gina.loss@noaa.gov 


