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NOAA’s New Lightning Fatality Database
and Applications in Lightning Safety Education

When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!
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To date, there has been 26 fatalities in 2011 in 18 States and Guam
Missouri and Utah tragically have 3 deaths
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-- Bullt from new database

-- Useful In teaching lightning safety

Outdoors 1 | 5/23 Mon MO Joplin 3 Outside open Tornado rescue  Officer Jeff Taylor
( e 2 | 6/7T | Tue LA |Shreveport 49 | M Golf course  Golfing Jay Greenleaf
aS Of 2 1 D eC 20 1 2) Facts 3 | 610 |Thu PASadsbuy | 13| M Openfield Baiinghay Levi Lanz
History 4 1610 Fri NC Durham Cnt 45 M |Field Feeding livestock | Steven Taylor
Truths and Myths 5 | 6/11| Sat MT Bridger 54 M Inopen, Herding cattle Gary Devries
Health on horse
Medical 6 |6/21 Tue SC Ruby 26 1 M Openfield Playing baseball  Michael Gulledge
Survivor stories 7 | 711 Fri WIBumnettCnty | 11| F UnderTree  Camping McKenzie Klar
[ | L:?J: g‘:rr:er 8 | 7/3 'Sun NJ Hammonton 54 M Near Tree Family picnic Stephen M. Rooney
— O u r C e S . Teas:h!gr Tools 9 | 7111 Mon UT Emery Cnty 56 ' M OpenDesert Camping Joseph L. Geiser
%ﬂ:::ﬂ? 10 | 7112 |Tue AZ Big Lake 46 M Camping Camping Rob Christopher
11 1713 Wed UT CarbonCnty | 12 | M Open area Camping, Scouts  David Rayborn
. R:ﬁ:t':::“ 12 | 7/23 Sat M OscodaCnty 54 F Riverbank  Tubing Lisa Mann
Multimedia 13 | 1/23 | Sat | MI Oscoda Cnty | 54 | F River bank Tubing Cheryl Nickert-Keyser
— - M ed I a E;os::rl;res 14 | 7/30 Sat MOPolaski Cnty 20 F Riverbank  Canoeing Lindsey Smith
15 | 7/31 | Sun M5 Pacagula 41 M Pier Fishing Bobby Broadus
Ao 16 | 8/3 Wed SD Wasta 57 M Oninterstate  Riding motorcycle Kurt Stolba
Media Resources
In the News 17 | 8/4 | Thu AZ Fredonia 64 ' F Grand Canyon Tourism German tourist
- Links 18 | 8/5 | Fn MO Warsaw 76 F BoatRamp  Pulling out boat Peggy Louise White
—— N W I C eS Contact NWS 19 | 8/8 Mon AR Rector 71 M OpenField  Chopping cotton  |William “Neil” Aol
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- Usually updated
within days of event
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2011 Lightning Fatality Demographics
siate]  Gender | Age | By Month
AT |2 Mal 19 (7T3%) 0-9 000%)  Sun |3 (12%) 11 10|03 08 07 06 | Norm®
AR |1 |Fem  7{27%) 1019 3(12%) Mon [3(12%) Jam 0 0 [0 1 0 1 0
_— O r e aC C u r a e an Co | 2029 I(12%) (Tue |3(12%) Feb 0 0 [0 1 0 O 0
FL |1 30.39 1{d%)  Wed 2 (12%) Mar 0 [0 |1 0 1 @O 1
GU |1 4049 T(27%) [Thu [4(15%) [Apr 0 0 [1 0 1 3 2
u K5 |1 2058 935%) Fri |4 (15%) May 1 d |22 6 & B
LA |1 6069 1{d%) |Sat |6(23%) Jumn S5 7 |12 9 12 10 12
I I l O re I | I l e an Ml |2 f0.79 2 (6%} Jul 9 11 |10 14 10 16 16
MO |3 80-89 0 (0%} Aug 6 4 |3 0 9 7 12
Mms 1 Unknown 0 (0%) Sep 4 2 |4 1 5 4 ]
MT |1 Oct 1 i1 |1|0|2 2 1
NC |1 Mow 0 0 @ 0 0 0 0
M |2 Dec 0 0 @ o0 0 0O 0
OH 1 Year 26 29 |34 28 45 48 55
PA 1
sC 1
sD
urt |3
w1

Percentages may not add up te 100% due to rounding * - Known Fatalities to date
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Safe Places From Lightning: 1) large fully-enclosed building with wiring and plumbing, e.g. a typical house, school, office, store, etc

2) vehicle with solid metal top and solid metal sides, e.g. a typical hardtop car, truck, or bus
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Inside House Not Obeying
Indoor Safety Rules (1.0%)

Outside Near Safety
(60.5%)

1) sports, exercising, construction,
some farming/ranching, etc. (39.1%)
2) athome (21.4%)

‘ Inside House Obeving Indoor Safety Rules (None)
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Safe Places From Lightning: 1) large fully-enclosed building with wiring and plumbing, e.g. a typical house, school, office, store, etc.
2) vehicle with solid metal top and salid metal sides, e.g. a typical hardtop car, truck, or bus.
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Safe Places From Lightning: 1) large fully-enclosed huilding with wiring and plumbing, e.g. a typical house, school, office, stare, etc
2) vehicle with solid metal top and solid metal sides, e.g. a typical hardtop car, truck, or bus.
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American Somoa: 36
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Safe Places From Lightning: 1) large fully-enclosed building with wiring and plumbing, e.g. a typical house, schoal, office, stare, etc.
2) vehicle with solid metal top and solid metal sides, e.g. a typical hardtop car, truck, or bus.
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Guam: 36
PuertoRico: 31

Rank Number of
Lightning Fatalities
(red=top ten)

NOAA

- Database questions?
Contact john.jensenius@noaa.gov

- Applications questions?

www lightningsafety.n oaa.gov

Safe Places From Lightning: 1) large fully-enclosed huilding with wiring and plumbing, e.g. a typical house, school, office, store, etc
2) vehicle with solid metal top and solid metal sides, e.g. a typical hardtop car, truck, or bus.
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Safe Places From Lightning: 1) large fully-enclosed building with wiring and plumbing, e.g. a typical house, school, office, stare, etc.

2) vehicle with solid metal top and solid metal sides, e.g. a typical hardtop car, truck, or bus.
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Contact wroeder@cfl.rr.com

Database and graphics available at www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov




