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Blogging	
  as	
  a	
  Training	
  Tool	
  for	
  new	
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  Tools	
  and	
  Products	
  



Blogs	
  at	
  UW	
  CIMSS	
  

•  h'p://cimss.ssec.wisc.edu/goes/blog	
  

•  h'p://pyrocu.ssec.wisc.edu	
  

•  h'p://fusedfog.ssec.wisc.edu	
  

•  Natural	
  vehicles	
  to	
  showcase	
  the	
  abiliRes	
  and	
  
potenRal	
  shortcomings	
  of	
  new	
  forecast	
  
techniques	
  that	
  are	
  developed	
  





The	
  main	
  blog	
  
The	
  pyroCb	
  blog	
  

The	
  fog	
  blog	
  





The	
  Facts	
  

•  h'p://fusedfog.ssec.wisc.edu	
  
•  Started	
  as	
  fusedfog.blogspot.com	
  
•  First	
  post:	
  	
  July	
  11,	
  2012	
  
•  Changed	
  to	
  	
  

fusedfog.ssec.wisc.edu:	
  	
  July	
  25	
  2013	
  
•  200+	
  posts	
  
•  About	
  1-­‐3	
  new	
  posts	
  weekly	
  
•  Searchable	
  by	
  category	
  



Categories	
  

•  Error	
  ExplanaRons	
  
•  AFD	
  
•  Cloud	
  Thickness	
  
•  Day/Night	
  Band	
  
•  Day/Night	
  Boundary	
  
•  DissipaRon	
  Time	
  
•  Emissivity	
  
•  MulRple	
  Cloud	
  Layers	
  
•  Snow	
  
•  Stray	
  Light	
  
•  Terrain	
  
•  MODIS	
  
•  Suomi/NPP	
  
•  AVHRR	
  
•  Geographic	
  regions	
  



Blog	
  is	
  used	
  to	
  highlight	
  cases	
  

•  IdenRfy	
  an	
  interesRng	
  event	
  
	
  
•  Create	
  imagery	
  using	
  AWIPS/AWIPS-­‐2	
  
	
  
•  Create	
  Blog	
  posRng	
  
	
  
•  Email	
  SOOs	
  at	
  WFOs	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  region	
  as	
  the	
  
event	
  



AWIPS	
  perusal	
  the	
  morning	
  of	
  4	
  
October	
  2013	
  revealed	
  fog/low	
  
stratus	
  development	
  in	
  southeast,	
  
occasionally	
  under	
  cirrus	
  clouds	
  
that	
  make	
  tradiRonal	
  fog	
  
detecRon	
  techniques	
  ineffecRve	
  	
  	
  
	
  
4-­‐panel	
  shows	
  IFR	
  ProbabiliRes,	
  
GOES-­‐R	
  Cloud	
  thickness,	
  GOES-­‐
East	
  Brightness	
  Temperature	
  
Difference,	
  and	
  Suomi/NPP	
  
Brightness	
  Temperature	
  
Difference.	
  
	
  
Showed	
  how	
  Cloud	
  Thickness	
  can	
  
be	
  used	
  to	
  forecast	
  dissipaRon	
  
Rme	
  
	
  



SOO	
  replies	
  that	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  training	
  tool	
  



Blog	
  is	
  used	
  to	
  highlight	
  cases	
  

•  SOOs	
  are	
  made	
  aware	
  of	
  product	
  

•  Gives	
  SOOs	
  something	
  to	
  show	
  office	
  staff	
  

•  Rapid	
  turn-­‐around	
  so	
  the	
  event	
  is	
  fresh	
  in	
  
everyone’s	
  mind	
  

•  Just	
  In-­‐Time	
  Training	
  (JITT)	
  



AWIPS	
  perusal	
  the	
  morning	
  of	
  22	
  
October	
  2013	
  revealed	
  fog/low	
  
stratus	
  over	
  Minnesota/the	
  
Dakotas,	
  with	
  the	
  IFR	
  Probability	
  
field	
  ably	
  disRnguishing	
  between	
  
fog	
  and	
  elevated	
  stratus	
  (which	
  
look	
  the	
  same	
  from	
  the	
  satellite)	
  
	
  
4-­‐panel	
  shows	
  GOES-­‐based	
  IFR	
  
ProbabiliRes,	
  MODIS-­‐based	
  IFR	
  
ProbabiliRes,	
  GOES-­‐East	
  
Brightness	
  Temperature	
  
Difference,	
  and	
  Suomi/NPP	
  
Brightness	
  Temperature	
  
Difference.	
  
	
  
Also	
  showed	
  two	
  successive	
  Day/
Night	
  band	
  images	
  that	
  viewed	
  
the	
  same	
  region	
  



AWIPS	
  perusal	
  the	
  morning	
  of	
  22	
  
October	
  2013	
  revealed	
  fog/low	
  
stratus	
  over	
  Minnesota/the	
  
Dakotas,	
  with	
  the	
  IFR	
  Probability	
  
field	
  ably	
  disRnguishing	
  between	
  
fog	
  and	
  elevated	
  stratus	
  (which	
  
look	
  the	
  same	
  from	
  the	
  satellite)	
  
	
  
4-­‐panel	
  shows	
  GOES-­‐based	
  IFR	
  
ProbabiliRes,	
  MODIS-­‐based	
  IFR	
  
ProbabiliRes,	
  GOES-­‐East	
  
Brightness	
  Temperature	
  
Difference,	
  and	
  Suomi/NPP	
  
Brightness	
  Temperature	
  
Difference.	
  
	
  
Also	
  showed	
  two	
  successive	
  Day/
Night	
  band	
  images	
  that	
  viewed	
  
the	
  same	
  region	
  



Send	
  out	
  email	
  to	
  WFOs	
  in	
  	
  
region,	
  get	
  a	
  thank	
  you.	
  



But	
  then	
  I	
  get	
  an	
  email	
  asking	
  
how	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  product	
  into	
  	
  
AWIPS	
  –	
  I	
  turn	
  them	
  over	
  to	
  	
  
Chad	
  Gravelle	
  for	
  assistance	
  



Blog	
  is	
  used	
  to	
  highlight	
  cases	
  

•  SOOs	
  are	
  made	
  aware	
  of	
  product	
  

•  InformaRon	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  install/use	
  the	
  product	
  
is	
  readily	
  available:	
  	
  menRoned	
  in	
  emails,	
  and	
  
online	
  

•  Facilitate	
  their	
  adopRon	
  of	
  a	
  new	
  and	
  useful	
  
product	
  (shown	
  to	
  be	
  useful	
  in	
  blog	
  posts!)	
  



AWIPS	
  perusal	
  the	
  morning	
  of	
  28	
  
August	
  2013	
  revealed	
  fog/low	
  
stratus	
  over	
  the	
  Cape/Islands	
  of	
  
eastern	
  MA.	
  	
  Nice	
  sharp	
  edge	
  to	
  
the	
  field,	
  and	
  the	
  field	
  matched	
  
observed	
  IFR	
  condiRons	
  very	
  well.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Blog	
  post	
  also	
  included	
  the	
  Day/
Night	
  band	
  over	
  the	
  area.	
  
	
  
This	
  was	
  followed	
  by	
  another	
  
event	
  and	
  Blog	
  Post	
  on	
  Sept	
  3rd	
  



September	
  3rd:	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Taunton	
  Tweeted	
  
a	
  picture	
  of	
  fog	
  
	
  



September	
  3rd:	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Taunton	
  Tweeted	
  
a	
  picture	
  of	
  fog	
  
	
  

Aher	
  seeing	
  the	
  tweet,	
  I	
  looked	
  at	
  the	
  
imagery	
  and	
  created	
  a	
  blog	
  post	
  



E-­‐mail	
  thanks	
  	
  
for	
  blogpost,	
  	
  
both	
  Rmes	
  



Blog	
  is	
  used	
  to	
  highlight	
  cases	
  

•  Social	
  media	
  brings	
  event	
  to	
  blogger’s	
  
a'enRon	
  

•  Blogger	
  expands	
  on	
  event,	
  using	
  new	
  products	
  
to	
  describe	
  it	
  

•  Quick	
  feedback	
  to	
  affected	
  WFO	
  is	
  an	
  effecRve	
  
training	
  opportunity	
  



Summary	
  

•  Blogs	
  with	
  high-­‐quality	
  content	
  (presented	
  in	
  
AWIPS/AWIPS-­‐II	
  format)	
  are	
  an	
  effecRve	
  
method	
  to	
  convey,	
  quickly,	
  training	
  materials	
  
on	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  satellite	
  meteorology	
  topics.	
  


