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Collective Efficacy: Peoples Climate March, NYC  
Saint Peter’s University students, faculty & puppet.  
Puppet design: Marina Tsaplina.   Photo: Michael Segar, Reuters. 

The American Meteorological Society's Higher Education Diversity project 
workshop is a great benefit for Saint Peter's University, a small Jesuit 
school of approximately 3,200 students. The Society of Jesus has 
prioritized ecology, global warming, and disaster resilience as integral to 
their mission of faith and justice.  (Healing a Broken World, Alvarez, 2011).  
There are 28 Jesuit colleges and universities in the United States.   
 
Saint Peter’s University (SPU) President James N. Loughran, S.J. co-founded 
the New Jersey Higher Education Partnership for Sustainability in 1999. 
The University's Climate Action Plan was drafted under the initiative of the 
President's office and a Green Team consisting of faculty and staff.  Saint 
Peter's University (SPU) President Cornacchia signed the American College 
and University Presidents' Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) in 2008, and 
has made substantial progress reducing our carbon footprint with co-
generation, solar panels, 100% wind power purchased energy, and a new 
prominent LEED Silver student center.  
 
An environmental science minor was established by the biology 
department, and a vibrant student club, Students Against Violating Earth, 
S.A.V.E. , is one of the outcomes. An environmental studies major was 
established through the leadership of the chair of the chemistry 
department, Dr. Patricia Redden., a participant in the 2013 AMS Diversity 
Project. The challenge is now to implement sustainability across the 
curriculum. 
 

 

Knowledge is Not Enough: Building an Ethic of 
Care for Others, Self & Nature  

Northeast Decline 
in Births 

Demographic Trends & Fiscal Constraints a 
Challenge for New Climate Studies 
Courses & Programs 

Fiscal and institutional 
constraints on expanding 
sustainability and 
climate courses 
offerings. While the brick 
and mortar side of Saint 
Peter's is enjoying the 
financial benefits of 
energy efficiency, the 
academic side has been 
hit by a decline in 
student financial well 
being from the financial 
crisis and economic 
meltdown that began in 
late 2008, and a long 
term demographic trend 
of a projected decline of 
fifteen percent of the 
pool of graduating 
seniors in New Jersey in 
the near future, sharing 
a general declining trend 
in the Northeast. Like 
many state governments 
facing loss of revenues, 
New Jersey State cut 
assistance to higher 
education. 
 

 At the same time, the freshman age population is shifting to a higher proportion of 
Hispanics. Fortunately, Saint Peter's is well situated to attract this growing segment of 
the college age population. Saint Peter's was founded in 1872 as a Jesuit school, with 
a long tradition of attracting recent immigrants with a global perspective. Saint Peter's 
is a federally designated Hispanic-Serving Institution, was ranked third in ethnic 
diversity among comprehensive universities in the north by U.S. News and World 
Report (2008), and is a recognized Non-Governmental Organization at the United 
Nations. A diverse student body is more flexible and more global 

Fortunately, unlike 
many of our neighbors 
in New Jersey, 
freshman enrollment 
rebounded, and Saint 
Peter's new doctoral 
programs are growing. 
However, because of 
the wide spread 
practice of tuition 
discounting, the 
financial constraints of 
incoming freshman, 
and higher education 
cuts from the state, 
there remains an 
academic operating  

deficit, and pressure to reduce costs and consequently course offerings. 
  
The AMS Climate workshop was valuable in a number or respects: the cohort approach 
of faculty with diverse populations, site visits to NOAA and NASA, site visit to a university 
climate research facility, discussion with guest speaker and sharing information among 
cohorts. Highlights include witnessing weather forecaster specialists work with data and 
make revisions, visiting weather and pollutant monitoring stations and discussions with 
technical staff, presentation of graduate students of meteorological and climate research.  
 

Sustainability & 
Climate Change 
University Lectures 
& Forums 
 
Air Pollution, 
Health & Global 
Warming 
 
Place Based 
Experiential Hands-
On Research 
 
Arctic University 
Centre at Svalbard, 
Norway (UNIS) 

Sustainability Council 
The Saint Peter’s Sustainability Council meets regularly, coordinating and promoting sustainability activities across campus. 
The Sustainability Council is presently discussing offering the AMS Climate Studies course in the Masters of Public and 
Business Administration and Continuing Education programs, and the School of Education. The opportunity has renewed 
discussion of creating a Sustainability Certificate, with the AMS Climate Studies course as the core. We believe teaching the 
course in the Masters program of the School of Education will have the most impact, because of the multiplier effect to K-12 
students.  
We are attempting to be pro-active, by creating proposals for programmatic funding that will involve our minority students in 
climate and sustainability studies and action research. We believe sustainability and well being programming can have an 
additional benefit of attracting more female and minority students into the STEM disciplines, particularly if we are successful 
in implementing sustainability across the curriculum.  
Mutual support on campus and off campus is important to develop capacities and make systemic change. There is an 
alphabet soup of academic professional mutual support organizations and efforts including: AASHE STARS, ACUPCC, AMS, 
AERE EE SIG, ISEE, 2nd  Nature, and NAAEE. 

     To build awareness, knowledge, and support for 
sustainability and climate science in the curriculum, a 
number of activities have been generated from the 
bottom up by faculty and staff. The Social Justice and 
Honors Program staff, faculty and students have created a 
community garden in their backyard and hold outdoor 
activities involving art, culture, and natural sciences, The 
public is invited as part of Jersey City Fridays arts 
celebration.  
We run faculty capacity development workshops to help  
faculty incorporate sustainability content and learning 
outcomes (SLOs) and content  in courses.  AASHE, NAEEE 
and NJHEPS are  academic sustainability mutual support 
organizations. A recent NJHEPS workshop focused on  
developing SLOs for skills, attitudes, social norms and 
behavior; knowledge is not enough, we need graduates 
motivated and capable to make needed. systemic change. 
Faculty, staff and students also need to develop 
interpersonal (social) and intrapersonal (emotional) 
capacity and intelligences to be effective . Students need 
to experience individual and collective efficacy to 
become effective  climate change leaders. Community 
service, service learning , and activism are opportunities 
for place based experiential learning. 

Above: Report from a 
students the Saint Peter's 
University collaboration  
organized by Prof. Mirescu 
with the United Nations 
International Strategy for 
Disaster Risk Reduction  
 
 
Left: Fr. Rocco S.J. and 
cultivate Saint Peter’s 
Community Garden. 

Top: Student puppet making for Climate March. 
Above: Prof. Pat Redden discusses weather variations 
and climate change. 

Saint Peter’s University 2014 
President’s Honor Roll for 
National and Community Service 
in all four eligibility categories.  
Service Learning and Community 
Service is an opportunity for place 
based experiential learning and 
action on global warming and 
sustainability to make systemic 
change through collective action. 

Building climate change awareness on campus, especially 
freshman in their first semester, is important for broader 
support for climate studies across the curriculum. 
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