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BACKGROUND 

Nicklaus Children's Hospital in Miami, Florida participates in Radio 
Lollipop, an International children's charity providing care, comfort, play, 
and entertainment to children of all ages (a few days old to 21 years old) 
in hospitals. The Radio Lollipop station at Nicklaus Children's Hospital 
performs live shows three nights per week. Each show includes: 
• a volunteer DJ, 
• a unique theme accompanied by a craft and on-air trivia questions, 
• a team of volunteers to visit 120 patient rooms encouraging 

participation in the activity, and 
• 25 winners announced on-air and awarded a donated toy. 
 

Using Radio Lollipop as a platform, the authors educated patients and 
their families about weather phenomena and motivated interest in 
weather through activities and trivia.  

ACTIVITY PLANNING 

WORKSHEET CRAFTS 

CONCLUSIONS 

This study highlights the role that patient-volunteer interactions can have 
in the education of weather. Given that South Florida has not been hit by a 
hurricane since 2005, the authors found this to be a useful activity in 
helping remind families of the potential dangers while encouraging 
knowledge and scientific curiosity.  

The authors organized a Hurricane Preparedness themed night, which is 
of particular importance to South Florida residents. Our craft allowed 
children and their families to make hurricanes using the following 
materials: 
• Florida state shapes 
• Cotton balls 
• Blue tissue paper 
• Paper plates 
• Crayons and glue (Provided by Radio Lollipop) 

 
In addition, a supplement worksheet providing background information 
about hurricane structure, intensity measurements, and safety guidelines 
was distributed. The backside of the worksheet included an activity to plot 
the track of hurricane Andrew (1992) as it made landfall in South Florida. 
On-air trivia questions were asked based on the worksheet provided.  

 

QUESTIONS 

Throughout the night, kids were encouraged to ask weather-related 
questions that were answered bedside or via email afterwards. Some 
highlighted questions we received include: 
• When is hurricane season? Does the Bermuda Triangle really exist? 

(Ana, age 14) 
• How do hurricanes get their names? (Patrick, age 16) 
• Why do hurricanes frequently form by the west coast of Africa? 

(Walter, age 19) 


