Which Came First: The End of
Drought or the Beginning of
Flood (in Texas in 2015)?

John W. Nielsen-Gammon, Texas A&M University
Texas State Climatologist

A M.




7,
©
>
()]
- o
3 5
B0 o
C o
el
U A
>
o O
Ct
<
T -
b O
= €N
O
o 5
€0
()]
&
-
()]
a.




eekly number of flood reports through Sept

ﬂw

%))
]
X
)
-
)
(o]
(C
-
)
>
o
O
o

f

ZO‘L to Present

Percent Droug
Oct. 7,




Texas Monthly Precipitation (inches),
May/Jun/Sep/Oct 1895-2014
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Texas Monthly Precipitation (inches),
May/Jun/Sep/Oct 1895-2015
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Palo Pinto Reservoir
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Displaying May 05, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation
Valid on: May 05, 2015 12:00 UTC

g May 20, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipltation
May 20, 2015 12:00 UTG

e il
U T o rho, USSP NS |
06, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation
6, 2015 12:00 UTG

y 16, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipt
16, 2015 12:00 UTC

Displaying May 24, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipltation
Valld on: May 24, 3015 12:00 UTG
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Displaying May 18, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation
Valid on: May 18, 5015 12:00 UTC
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Displaying May 19, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation
Valid on: May 19, C
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Displaying Last 90-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation
Valid on: October 21, 2015 12:00 UTC
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Displaying October 22, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation Displaying October 23, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation Displaying October 24, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation Displaying October 24, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation
Valid on: October 22, 2015 12:00 UTC Valid on: October 23, 2015 12:00 UTC Valid on: Octob 015 12:00 UTC B Vaid on: October 24. 3015 12:00 UTC
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Displaying October 25, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation Displaying October 25, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipiation Displaying October 25, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipiation Displaying Octobar 26, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation
Valid on: October 25, 2015 12:00 UTC Valid on: October 25, 2015 12:00 UTC. Valid on: October 25, 2015 12:00 UTC Valid on: October 26, 2015 12:00 UTC.
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Displaying October 30, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipiation i Displaying October 31, 2015 1-Day Observed Preciptation Displaying November 01, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation
Valid on: October 30, 2015 12:00 UTC D e B o Jaa i orved Precipitaton Vaiid on: October 31, 3015 1200 UTC Valid on: November 01, 3015 12:00 UTC




Largest Statewide Storm Totals,
1950-2015 (NERCC analysis)

* Two days « Seven days

— 2.347,
— 2.147,
- 2137,

— 2.007,
* Four days * Fourteen days

— 3.617,
— 3.617,
— 2.787,
— 2.787,

25 Oct 2015 — 4.027, 23 Dec 1991
21 Dec 1991 — 3.977, 27 Oct 2015
4 Oct 1959 — 3.76", 29 Apr 1957
25 Apr 1966 — 3.517, 19 Jun 1961

25 Oct 2015 — 5.637, 25 Sep 1974
22 Dec 1991 — 5.56", 2 May 1957
18 Jun 1961 — 5.547, 2 Nov 2015
18 Nov 2004 — 5.177, 24 May 2015
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US 183 at Onion Creek, Austin, TX, 30 Oct 2015
Data provided by Lower Colorado River Authority
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US 183 at Onion Creek, Austin, TX, 30 Oct 2015
Data provided by Lower Colorado River Authority

World record: 21.93” in
2h 45m, Woodward
Ranch, D’Hanis, Texas
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Summary

The second-worst drought on record in Texas...
...ended with the wettest month on record in Texas...

...followed by a flash drought caused by the 12th-driest
July-September on record...

...which ended with the wettest storm system on
record...

...which was quickly followed by one of the most
Intense rainfalls on record...

...followed by the departure of two starting
quarterbacks, the offensive coordinator, and the
athletic director...

...but that's another story.




