
Which Came First: The End of 
Drought or the Beginning of 

Flood (in Texas in 2015)? 

John W. Nielsen-Gammon, Texas A&M University 
Texas State Climatologist 
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Palo Pinto Reservoir 
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Observed Precipitation

Displaying October 25, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation
Valid on: October 25, 2015 12:00 UTC
What is UTC time? Map Help

Switch Basemap

Reset View

Esri, DeLorme, FAO, USGS, EPA, NPS

+
–

0 15 30mi

http://water.weather.gov/precip/print.php?product=observed

1 of 1 1/7/16 6:11 PM

Observed Precipitation

Displaying October 25, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation
Valid on: October 25, 2015 12:00 UTC
What is UTC time? Map Help

Switch Basemap

Reset View

Esri, DeLorme, FAO, USGS, EPA, NPS

+
–

0 15 30mi

http://water.weather.gov/precip/print.php?product=observed

1 of 1 1/7/16 6:11 PM

Observed Precipitation

Displaying October 25, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation
Valid on: October 25, 2015 12:00 UTC
What is UTC time? Map Help

Switch Basemap

Reset View

Esri, DeLorme, FAO, USGS, EPA, NPS

+
–

0 15 30mi

http://water.weather.gov/precip/print.php?product=observed

1 of 1 1/7/16 6:12 PM

Observed Precipitation

Displaying October 26, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation
Valid on: October 26, 2015 12:00 UTC
What is UTC time? Map Help

Switch Basemap

Reset View

Esri, DeLorme, FAO, USGS, EPA, NPS

+
–

0 15 30mi

http://water.weather.gov/precip/print.php?product=observed

1 of 1 1/7/16 6:13 PM

Observed Precipitation

Displaying October 30, 2015 1-Day Observed Precipitation
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Largest Statewide Storm Totals, 
1950-2015 (NERCC analysis) 

•  Two days 
–  2.34”, 25 Oct 2015 
–  2.14”, 21 Dec 1991 
–  2.13”, 4 Oct 1959 
–  2.00”, 25 Apr 1966 

•  Four days 
–  3.61”, 25 Oct 2015 
–  3.61”, 22 Dec 1991 
–  2.78”, 18 Jun 1961 
–  2.78”, 18 Nov 2004 

•  Seven days 
–  4.02”, 23 Dec 1991 
–  3.97”, 27 Oct 2015 
–  3.76”, 29 Apr 1957 
–  3.51”, 19 Jun 1961 

•  Fourteen days 
–  5.63”, 25 Sep 1974 
–  5.56”, 2 May 1957 
–  5.54”, 2 Nov 2015 
–  5.17”, 24 May 2015 
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World record: 21.93” in 
2h 45m, Woodward 

Ranch, D’Hanis, Texas 



Summary 
•  The second-worst drought on record in Texas… 
•  …ended with the wettest month on record in Texas… 
•  …followed by a flash drought caused by the 12th-driest 

July-September on record… 
•  …which ended with the wettest storm system on 

record… 
•  …which was quickly followed by one of the most 

intense rainfalls on record… 
•  …followed by the departure of two starting 

quarterbacks, the offensive coordinator, and the 
athletic director… 

•  …but that’s another story. 


