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What is all the buzz about?
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Who we are. . . 

What are we doing?

Why are we doing it?

Who are we doing it for?
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The Library Research Data Digital 
Collections

Buzzing Ahead. . .
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Research Data Curation Program:  The Brief History

• 2 year pilot program beginning in 2011.

• Learn how researchers, information 
technologists, and librarians work together 
with data.

• In 2013, the library reorganized and the 
Research Data Curation Program was a 
new addition to the program structure.



Who we are. . .now

Old team: New team:

http://libraries.ucsd.edu/services/
data-curation/contact-us.html



What are we doing?

Building strategic partnerships.



What are we doing?

• Hosting  luncheon forums.

• Website redesign.

• Giving away promotional swag.

• Tabling at library sponsored events, new 

faculty,  graduate, and post-doctoral 

orientations.

• Posting flyers on bulletin boards around 

campus.

• Networking at local research related events.

• Working with our liaisons librarians.

Promotion and Outreach.



• Build data management 
training plan.

• Library Learning Services 
Program  – developed by 
trained instructional 
designers.

• Instructional designers 
developed a 
comprehensive Learning 
Support Plan (LSP) for us 
to use as a resource for 
training development.

Developing training.

What are we doing?



Improved Training, From this . . .

Initial training plan started with one-shot workshops for librarians 
and faculty researchers.



To this . . .

Instructional 
designers created 
a Learning 
Support Plan 
matrix that 
outlined where 
we should focus 
our resources.



To This . . . Introducing Data Analysis Tools!

Exploring the need to teaching popular 
tools used in data science for analyzing 
and cleaning data.

http://www.datacarpentry.org/

https://software-carpentry.org/



Which Lead To This…

http://ucsdlib.github.io/win2016-gps-dm101/

http://ucsdlib.github.io/win2016-gps-intro-R/



Why are we doing it? 

• Management of data throughout 
its lifecycle …

… to ensure it is reliably retrievable for future research purposes or 
reuse.



Who are we doing it for?



The Library Digital Collections

• Data is the intellectual capital of the modern research 
university. It belongs somewhere it can be kept safely and 
discoverable.



The Library Digital Collections

http://library.ucsd.edu/dc



Browsing the Digital Collections

http://library.ucsd.edu/dc/rdcp/collections

http://library.ucsd.edu/dc/rdcp/collections



Research Data Collections Stats

Collection Items Count Size (MB)

"Khirbat en-Nahas Project"@ar-Latn 1366 207,540

An annotated checklist of the bees (Hymenoptera: Anthophila) of San Diego County, California 1 0

Bee Research Methods: Video Demonstrations 5 1,068

California Tobacco Survey (CTS) 9 4,137

Data from: Allostery through the Computational Microscope: cAMP Activation of a Canonical Signalling Domain 1 19,686

Data from: Carbonic Anhydrases, EPF2 and a Novel Protease Mediate CO2 Control of Stomatal Development 1 31,005

Data from: Multiscale Estimation of Binding Kinetics Using Brownian Dynamics, Molecular Dynamics and Milestoning 1 268,703

Heavy Metals in the Ocean Insect, Halobates 2 92

Keith Rayner Eye Movements in Reading Data Collection 15 4.351

OpenTopography 103 4,810,330

SWellEx-96 Experiment Acoustic Data 4 3,258

Santa Fe Light Cone Simulation research project fi les 39 751,579

Scripps Institution of Oceanography, Geological Collections 6761 4,798

Teaching Bee 12 259

TOTALS: 8,305 6,102,455



The Bees Got Us Started

http://library.ucsd.edu/dc/collection/bb6725113c



The Bees Got Us Started

Multimedia capable.

Downloadable files.



Unique Dataset

http://library.ucsd.edu/dc/collection/bb8056206n



Unique Dataset

Heavy Metals in the Ocean Insect, Halobates

• Scanned 63 computer printouts from the early 70’s.
• OCR completed and verified.

• Manually verified and tested Excel 
data entries



Unique Dataset

Heavy Metals in the Ocean Insect, Halobates

Hand written collection event 
record was added as a part of 
the dataset. 



Buzzing Ahead

• Improve existing services and Increase the number of research 
data curated by the library.

• Further streamlining the data collection workflow.

• Continue pursuing partnerships with academic departments and 
researchers through outreach with our liaison librarians.  

• Implement new training ideas and workshops to encourage 
more use of our tools and services.  

Image: http://www.beeculture.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2Seeley.jpg



Questions?

Reid Otsuji
Data Curation Specialist and Faculty Liaison
UC San Diego Library Research Data Curation Program
rotsuji@ucsd.edu

UC San Diego Library Digital Collections
http://library.ucsd.edu/dc

The Library Research Data Curation Program, UC San Diego
http://lib.ucsd.edu/rdcp

Thank you!


