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How is BYOE used for teaching? 
  
What do the students think? 
 







“The BYOE made you think for yourself and explain your  
reasoning, showing innovation and meaning the answers were  
not just on the internet. .... This was a very good assignment  
because it made people think for themselves and make their  
own hypotheses and assumptions.  Plus, the last question is  
really what I want to be asked at University.  I want to write  
innovatively and not just the right answer in a textbook.” 





What students in Planet Earth think 

“Already knew quite a lot about climate from A-level but the 
BYOE assignment was good at applying my knowledge 
and thinking beyond what I had been taught.” 
 
“Helped me understand the processes on Earth better 
because some research had to be done.” 
 
“The assignment put interacting elements of the climate 
into better context for me.” 



What students in the MOOC think 

“This is the first time in over 50 years that I’ve even looked 
at Earth Science.  I’m literally “blown away” by the power 
of the simulation for gaining an understanding of how the 
earth works now and in the past.  I’m hooked!” 
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How well does BYOE do? 
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170 Ma – Middle Jurassic 
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12 months 
21% of variance 



Jurassic	  reconstruc-on	  –	  170	  Ma	  

Ron	  Blakey,	  Colorado	  Plateau	  Geosystems	  
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