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Introduction Damaging wind events during the Olympics

Golf returned to the Olympics in 2016 for the first time in 112 years. The PGA Tour, LPGA, and other
golf organizations were heavily involved with the International Golf Federation (IGF) in the planning
and organization of golf at the 2016 Olympics. The IGF implemented their own weather action plan
at the Olympic Golf Course, independent of the other outdoor venues in Rio de Janeiro. While the
Instituto Nacional de Meteorologica (INMET) was assigned to provide remote weather support for
the outdoor Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, the IGF was the only sports federation to privately
contract a meteorologist to work on-site at the Olympic Golf Course with the organizers of the event.

Strong winds were the main weather hazard at the 2016 Olympic Games and a total of 4 damaging
wind events occurred during the 2 week period. The strong wind events preceded synoptic cold
fronts and would develop abruptly with the highest gusts occurring at the onset. The strongest
wind event occurred on the afternoon of Aug 21 where a peak gust of 58mph was recorded. The
women’'s competition finished up on Aug 20 and was not affected by these damaging winds. Aug
271 was the final day of the Olympic games and the closing ceremonies were held that evening.

Aug 7, 2016 - Historical Wind Data for Olympic Golf Aug 15, 2016 - Historical Wind Data for Olympic Golf
Course, Rio de Janeiro Course, Rio de Janeiro

The IGF took extraordinary steps to mitigate the risks associated with lighting and inclement weather
to their players, spectators, and staff at the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro. This poster

will explain the weather action plan implemented by the IGF and also provide an overview of the
lightning and severe weather management system that was put together by the Schneider Electric
on-site meteorologist to assess the localized lightning threats and other impactful weather hazards.
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Aug 18, 2016 - Historical Wind Data for Olympic Golf Aug 21, 2016 - Historical Wind data for Olympic Golf
Course, Rio de Janeiro Course, Rio de Janeiro
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Tools used to monitor the lightning threat at the Olympic Games

Areal photograph of the Olympic Golf Course in Rio de Spectator grandstands at the Olympic Golf Course during
Janeiro, Brazil. the final round of the men’s competition.

Campbell Scientific CS—110 Electric Field Meter

Olympic Golf Course Weather Action Plan
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Official Weather Summary for the 2016 Olympic Games
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