Art Can Help Broaden the Public Conversation on Climate Change

Introduction

Clirreale Change is & camplax sciantfic subyect with a
pethora of data-rich raports that detal s causaion and
diverss impacts. Mevartheless, as impordant &5 all that
information is, not everyone respands 1o Bcls and Sigures. or
charts ang graphs, Ghean the impartancs of ralsing
awarerdss and increasing public understanding of this
crilical issus, albsmrale mefods are needed fo readh ths

qroup

Oine such averus of commanication is theowgh the ars
Building on my axperiencs in that fisld, | recantly developed
ared celvered & becture called “The Al and Scence of
Clirraale Change”. It irtroduoss audiences 1o the basic
scince of cimate change and axplores baw arists are
raaching o b vanous impacts. Sxpanding on this qualizative
appraach, the gaal of this project was 1o guantify the
influence art has on pecple’s opinions, More spacificaly, i
sought o measun how much arl can help communicabe the
|\-'r:-!u|:5 of chrmate change.
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Methods

Usireg visual materials, an onling poll of 300 peapls from
acrass the LIS was condusied via Surey Monkay

Participans wang aekad;

»  Basaire gueslions abaut their atituce lowesrd dimabs
change ard thalr tamdiarty @itk art

+ Lamparion questions abowt the inlleence of radiionsl
graphs v, arlislic intapretations of dimale change.

Graph was sourced from tha IPCC's 6ith assassmen report
(AR5}, Arbwork was souinced from Bath photgjoumalists and

corcaphal artists
M

Demographics

Melissa Fleming
The Weather Gamut and Studio MF

Graph tram IPCE repert that plals cifarant
1RMmperaiure rajBcinnes tased on cilanant
greenhouse gas concentratians in the fuburea,
Coresdliy; 1P

Hames surrounded by Aoodwabens in Homy
Caurty, SC after record rainfall in Octaber 2015,
Lreddit; Janat Blackmon Morgan/AF

An ar installalion knoam as “Melting Mer™ sat
up in Berlin by Méde Azaveda, a Braziian arist,
in 2008, |t consisted of 1000 miniiure o
soulplumss that wars el oot 1o mell Credt: Ml
Argveds

Survey Says...

Do yau scknowledge that dimale change is real and
hapgpening row?
Yes: B2% Moo 7% Unoatain: 119%

Has art aver changad the way wou think ahout B subect?
Yes: B4% Mo 36%

IPCE Graph va Image of SC Floods:
Which imapge is mam inflwential in changing how you thing
aboul climate change?
IFLG Graph: 56% 50 Flonds: 42%

IPCC Graph ws. Meling Men Instaliation:
Which image i mone influeniial in changing how yaw think
aboul climate change?
IPCE Graph: 74%  Maling Men: 25%

Results

Or average, the majority of pardicipants thought $hat
scnGiC graphs werns The st method of visual
communicalion abaw! cimate change (G8%). However, a
significar number [3d%) wers mone influenced by an aristic
imege. Dvarall, 4% sald art had changed the way thay
thought about & subject in tha pasl. Margin of Ermor +-5%
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Conclusions

The surwey resuils sugpast that in order o reach the enfre
popuation on dimate change, a vanaly of visusl oulressh
methods are needed. Tracdilional scientific graphs appsar o
wiork Tor the majority, but a sigrificant percantage of the
paricipants related mone 1o s oitical issue via art. This
imgplas that art can balp broaden the affon o communicals
the scienca and Impacts of climate change to tha public

Given the fact that two different stybes of ard - dosumentary

and canceplual - were prasented for comparison 1o he
graph, £ i indaresting to noba tha 16% cifenence Dalwean
tha bao images. The documsantang-siyke photograph of the
Sauth Canalina Aoods was sebecied mam ofien than the
concaplial &t installaticn, suggesting that morm paopks
refata 1o scanss they rscogniios and inowhich they can see
thamsalvas, The relathealy Kw response (0 tha concapuial
pien 15 lialy Dacause it spoekcs W e 1550 I bemms that
are mane ambiguows. These results ans in ling with other
socigl-sriance nesaarch shudies that shoaw pacpla genarally
regand immedize and identifable threats a5 mane nelevan
than abetres deas aboul prablemns in the fulure®

Regardless of style, 54% of padicipants said an had
changed the way they Thaught about B subiact in the past
This cleady identifies &t as a powerful ool of
cornmunicalion.
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