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: : : The Florida Keys of Monroe County, Florida and the adjoining coastal waters . :
EDVIFOnmental MOnltOFmg constitute a unique subtropical coastal environment, characterized by a ImpaCt'Based DeClSlOn Supp()rt SerVICQS
complex mosaic of marine ecosystems, a climate with numerous
continental, maritime, tropical, and extratropical influences, and a thriving
and diverse human population vulnerable to both natural and

NOAA Research Vessel (R/V) Nancy Fosteris visiting the
NOAA Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary

Florida Keys NWS deploys two forecasters on NOAA R/V Nancy
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€ Florida Keys, with operations ranging from environmental monitoring to EoiostomiEe =&y SN T Y e

showers, thunderstorms, and the gust fronts they generate (cool air brought Pt s
down by rain spreads out in all directions at the surface, and can result in locally ngh. 1230 EDT ﬁSh tagg]‘ng’ among others.

gusty and shifting winds). Also, seas could be locally higher and confused in the Low: 1957 EDT o e ~ » = - On-site meteorolo crists are bneﬁng
vicinity of showers and storms. However, wave heights generally will range - “ 3 N wy . fod

between flat calm and 2 feet. During the return trip to Key West (1500-1800 ’ : .y potennal weather anaCtS on the
EDT), showers and storms may be somewhat more concentrated adjacent to the
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heated islands of the lower Keys. i : @ ' J 4 ship’s mission and operations.
‘ The mission lasts two weeks and

includes 15 scientists.

weather forecasting, and from marine and cultural resource protection to
fisheries management. In addition, public education and community
outreach remain integral to the fulfillment of the “NOAA” mission of science,
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service, and stewardship. Over the years, the various line offices of NOAA in
the Florida Keys have developed a close and fruitful collaboration involving
teamwork, mutual learning, leveraging of resources, and a focus on safety.
This presentation will highlight numerous cases of NOAA collaboration in
the Florida Keys, especially between the Florida Keys National Weather
Service and the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary. Among these cases
are examples of weather impact-based decision support services, provided
| by the National Weather Service to crews, divers, and scientists aboard
' ‘I/; NOAA ships, boats, and aircraft. Other collaborative efforts in environmental :

NG monitoring, public education, and outreach also will be presented. hlh—— __
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NOAA Adds Forecast Feature to Inform of Red Tide Impacts in the Florida Keys K W Wate rfront OId Town’ Key West’ F}L}j
NOAA has added a new service to notify the public of harmful red tides tha.t can ey e St i : . .

threaten human health in the Florida Keys. If potential human health impacts associated
with red tide are predicted. a notification will now be included in the Florida Keys
National Weather Forecast Office “Beach Hazard Statements™ which inform the public
about coastal hazards such as rip currents. With this information the public can avoid
impacted areas.
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Weather-Ready Nation:

Saving Lives and Livelihoods

NOAA Florida Keys Collaboration

Red tideis the common term for the harmful algal bloom species.
‘When large concentrations of these algae build up in coastal waters. they can cause acute
respiratory problems for people, especially those suffering from asthma, emphysema or
other chronic respiratory disorders. Currently, there are no red tide threats to the Keys
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WHEN YOU OBSERVE: L D
= Funnel Cloud, Waterspout, Tornado § . :Q
= Hail (any size) §j§ J
= Fog (visibility below 1 mile) Ty -
= Wind gusts exceeding 34 knots (gale force) § :
= Seas inside the reef >3 feet ;§
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