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Central Region IDSS

“NWS’ provision of relevant information and
interpretative services to enable core partners decisions
when weather, water, or climate has a direct impact on
the protection of lives and livelihoods.”
– WRN Roadmap



Central Region IDSS

In a Weather-Ready Nation, Central Region
Weather Forecast Offices will provide a
consistent and standardized suite of
baseline Impact-Based Decision Support
Services (IDSS) utilizing common resources,
tools, practices and training.
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Central Region IDSS

Supporting a Forecaster Decision Support 
Environment & Common Operating Picture

Common Tools  - Procedures  - Services 

IDSS Culture



Central Region IDSS

Supporting Core Partners

Provide scheduled onsite and 
remote DSS based on core 
partner request, coordination 
and WFO resources.

One-to-one DSS for the 
safety of many

One-to-One DSS

One-to-Many DSS

Public DSS

Increasing 
NWS 
interaction 
with decision 
makers



DSS Logging

Central Region IDSS
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Central Region IDSS

One-to-one DSS

Request 
Form

Calendar

AWIPS

Emails

Log

Standard link for 
partners to 
request support

Simple way to log 
the DSS that is 
provided

Auto-populates on 
form submission

Automated forecast 
info emails sent to 
event POC

DSS events plotted 
as a menu option



Central Region IDSS

CR is Providing Baseline DSS!

7200+ Events & Counting



Central Region IDSS

When is DSS being provided?



Central Region IDSS

When is DSS being provided?
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Where is DSS being provided?

DSS location lat/lon binned to 2 decimal places (n = 2580)



Central Region IDSS

Assist NWS operations 
incorporating forecast
confidence and impacts  

Functions:
● Improve DSS consistency
● Identify critical periods
● Set operational tempo
● Triggers actions & services
● Regional monitoring

DSS Matrix - Trigger Chart



Central Region IDSS

DSS Matrix - Trigger Chart



Central Region IDSS

Services  to communicate value 
added DSS to core partners 

Delivered  via email blast as a “tap 
on the shoulder”  to emergency 
management

http://www.weather.gov/sgf/sitrep

Situation Report & Conference Calls



Integrated “End-to-End” IDSS

Central Region IDSS

1. Science/Forecast

2. Partnerships/Outreach

3. Operations

4. Services Suite

5. Training



Integrated “End-to-End” IDSS

NWSchat

Watces
& 

Warnings

Forecast & 
Hazard Builder

Virtual DSS

Services

Central Region IDSS

Hazards & 
Impacts

Playbooks

Graphics

DSS Matrix



Central Region IDSS

• Emergency Mgmt. Decision Support Needs & Utility
• Effectiveness of Decision Support Services
• Weather Hazard Risk, Impacts and Vulnerabilities
• DSS Events and Incident Characteristics

Observational Needs



Central Region IDSS

https://sites.google.com/a/noaa.gov/dss-protoype-project/
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