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EMS Media and communication team



Media and communication team since the EMS was
established

Terms of reference:

• Role of communication in meteorology

• How to place media into a scientific conference?

• Broadcast meteorologists / journalists moderators?

• Collecting and sharing examples of good practice

• Capacity building

• Difficulties: different language, countries, tradition, media



Established session among scientific topics



Speakers at Media and
communication sessions
(examples from Sofia and Prague)



Reach out to a broader audience with digital 
publications

Started in 2004, 
produced annualy



Publications – digital collection of presentations



Publications – digital collection of presentations

On USB drive, click on StartHereEMSMedia

Take your copy



Collecting and sharing examples of good practice

• Several EMS Media awards

• Selection committees nominated by EMS Council

• Announced on the EMS web site

• Awardees are presented on the EMS web site, in Programmee
booklet, digital media publication, they deliver a presentation at 
the EMS Annual meeting, receive a certificate and a trophy

• Awarded projects, works are promoted as examples of good 
practice



Media awards

• EMS Best TV weather forecast – opened worldwide

• EMS Journalistic award

• EMS Broadcast award

• EMS Outreach and communication award



Highlightening
outstanding 
accomplishments





EMS Best TV weather forecast - started in 2007



Watching examples of TV weather forecasts



EMS Broadcast Meteorologist Awards



How to build credibility?

Presentation on tips how to build credibility and a successful 
professional career in the media

Examples of good practice - EMS broadcast award for an 
outstanding career with the media



Including artists in 
communication of
weather and climate



Movies expalining weather and climate



UV index

Wind chill index 

Pollen concentration

Air pollution

Bio-weather forecast

Information for farmers

Impact of weather on humans, plants, animals



Place of weather forecasts in the News

• Mostly well defined time and duration (1, 2 maybe 3 min)

• Little or no flexibility

• Extreme weather covered by journalists, interviewing meteorologists

• Weather sells commercials

• No way to interrupt with weather information

• Mostly studio, blue/green box or video wall

• Separate from the main news 



Graphics

• TV channels want to have a particular graphics that is 
recognizable 

• Recognized that too much animation and fancy details could be 
distracting

• Flexibility of graphics, potential to expand to new products

• Interactivity

• Corporate identity



NHMSs and TV weather forecasts

• Many NHMSs cooperate directly with TV channels (mostly the 
national ones)

• In some countries weather broadcasters are employees of 
NHMSs

• It is in the interest of the NHMSs that weather information is 
delivered timely and tailored to the audience

• NHMSs are in particular interested in warnings – „single voice 
authority“

• Countries have different legislation; different position of NHMS



Warnings – Meteoalarm web site



Transition from what weather will be to what 
weather will do

• Cooperation with WMO PWS

• Increasse the reach out to community

• Work for safety and benefit of community

• Still a lot of work to be done

• Not anymore only meteorology, interdisciplinaty is the key issue

• Information, knowledge, database



Different countries, different nations, culture, 
channels

Example of
UK Met Office



Certification? Professional meteorologists 
journalists, moderators

• There is no European certification scheme

• Some countries have it (e.g. UK)

• There is a need for it, but there are many differences between 
countries

• EMS started and suppressed the project

• Initiatives emerging again

• Code of ethics



Cooperation with
WMO - PWS



Cooperation with AMS

Jay Trobec



Cooperation with IABM



Presentation skills? Training workshop



Workshop How to communicate climate change



Communication Workshops in cooperation with 
WMO, EUMETSAT



Communication Workshops in cooperation with 
WMO, EUMETSAT



Bringing the conference to local population –
Science cafe



International weather forum

Some of you are familiar with IWF organized by French 
Meteorological Society

Different concept

Mostly different participants



European Meteorological Society Annual 
Meeting 2017

The EMS Annual Meeting: 

European Conference for Applied Meteorology and Climatology 
2017 will be held from
4 to 8 September 2017 at the Helix Conference Centre Dublin, 
Ireland

Conference theme: 

Serving Society with better Weather and Climate Information

http://www.ems2017.eu/


