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What does OFDA do? 

•  Responds to all types of natural disasters  

•  Provides assistance when lives are 
threatened by accidental or human-caused 
catastrophes 

•  Coordinates U.S. Government response to 
international disasters 

•  Promotes preparedness and mitigation 
activities 



Haiyan Storm facts 

Haiyan was the strongest category 5 storm to make  
landfall  
 
Sustained winds 195 MPH 
 
Wind gusts 235 MPH 
 
Width of storm- 370 miles  
 
Storm Surge 13 Feet 
 
Rainfall estimated NASA’s TRMM- 27.5 inches-Leyete 
 



Haiyan Impact 
 
 

•  4 Million people affected- 40% of population 
•  4 Million people displaced 
•  70-80% Area destroyed in Storms path  
•  4460 Deaths– 1186 missing –BBC Est.  10,000 
•  500,000 homes damaged  



HAIYAN PATH 



Hayian Devastation  

BEFORE AFTER 



Disaster Vulnerability  
•  Island surrounded by warm ocean waters 
•  High coastal vulnerability  
•  Deforestation  
•  Ring of fire 
•  Weak infrastructure –People died in 

shelters 



A Lesson Learned  
•  PAGASA- (Philippines NMS) forecast storm track/landfall 
•  Storm surge of 7meters forecast but no one understood magnitude 

of impact- Yet public did not know what this meant to them ?  

•  Need to improve lead time, accuracy and specificity for storm 
surges for developing countries  

•  Need to improve dissemination of surge warnings to coastal 
communities 

•  Need to improve communication of surge impact 
•  Need to improve preparedness 
 

•  Sea level increase will increase surge threats in future 
•  River flooding and flash flooding need same improvements as storm 

surge forecast to save lives and property 
•  Need to Strengthen NMH’s for developing countries 
•  Develop End to End Warning and Response Systems  
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