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Hospital Panel 

Discussion

Tuesday,      

21 April 2015

AMS WASHINGTON 

FORUM

 Inform the Enterprise on Federal - level activit ies on hospital 

resilience

 Communicate the Weather, Water, and Climate information 

needs to achieve it

 Talk about key challenges:  user data trust/fidelity and 

knowledge on where to find data or providers… and more

 Dialogue on how we can best leverage Enterprise assets: 

Weather-Ready Nation Framework, AMS Commission or AMS 

STAC to inform, engage, and support our sector

PANEL OBJECTIVES

Tropical Storm Allison (June), $2B Texas Medical Center-- --9/11 (Sept) 

USA Patriot Act (2001) and

Bioterrorism Act (2002) 

Hurricane Ivan (Sept) $38M HCA, FL--

Hurricane Katrina (Sept), $1.32B  Entire hospital system, New Orleans, LA--

-- Congress Est. HHS’ Assistant 

Secretary Preparedness and

Response (ASPR)  under the 

Pandemic and All Hazards 

Preparedness Act

Iowa Floods (June), Mercy Medical Center, Cedar Rapids, IA--
Hurricane Ike (Sept), $710-$1.4B, UTMB Galveston,TX--

CA Wildfire (Nov), Providence Holy Cross Med Ctr, Mission Hills, CA--

Tornado (May), $950M, St. John’s, Joplin, MO--

Several Tornadoes, South And Midwest--
Hurricane Sandy (Oct),$1.6B, Several Hospitals, New York, NY--

--President’s Cx Action Plan

--NAS IOM Forum
--White House Discussion

Fourth Geneva Convention, Article 18, 1949 

(ratified by the U.S. in 1955)

“…hospitals organized to give care to the wounded and sick , the 

infirm and maternity cases, may in no circumstances be the 

object of attack, but shall at all t imes be respected and 

protected by the Parties to the conflict.”

 I f  we cons ider  the confl i ct as  “envi ronmental assaul ts” ,  are we in the 

Enterpr ise among the “par t ies to  the confl i ct”?. . .  In  this  context  

 Strategic (par tner ships that  wi l l  empower  our  sector  to meet  the chal lenge 

for  res i l ience and cont inu i ty)  and Tact ical elements  (br idging weather  and 

c l imate scale…as wel l  as  space weather  d imensions)?

SETTING THE VISION
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Panelists:

• Dr. John Balbus, Senior Advisor, NIH/NIEHS and Co-Chair 

Interagency Crosscutting Group on Climate Change and Human Health 

of the U.S. Global Climate Research Program  (USGCRP),  and Deputy 

Chair of the AMS Board on Environment and Health

• Wendy Levine, Physical Scientist, NOAA/NWS/COO

• John Messervy, Corporate Director of Design and 

Construction/Architect, Partners Healthcare, Inc.

• Bob Goldhammer, Consultant, WeatherCall and Emergency 

Manager, and Co-Chair, AMS Emergency Management Committee

Moderator: Wendy Marie Thomas, Meteorologist,  NOAA/NWS/DSS


