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The Business of WeatherData Policy:  Keeping up with the 
times 
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AMS Washington Forum
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Director, Weather Services 

Data Policies – An Inflection Point?

Changes driven by:

• Technology advances 

• Amount and variety of data

• Value of environmental information
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Outline 
1. Where we have been 

2. Where we are, and

3. Considerations wrt where we 

might want to go

Historical weather map
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U.S. Data Policies

• OMB Circular A-130 
(1985)

• Paperwork Reduction 
Act (1980)

In our world:

•Saved lives and benefited 
the economy

•Spurred innovation

•Promoted growth across 
the value chain

•Created Export Services

The Here and Now

9Weather 

Information has 

never been more 

valuable

• To society

• At the consumer 
level

• Across sectors

• For governments 
including national 
security

SECTION TITLE

•20
terabytes, every day.

•2.2B 
locations mapped every 
15 minutes.

•26B 
individual forecasts.
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Recent evolution in the IBM Research Global 

Technology Outlook: It’s all about the Data
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Data will disrupt

entire industries
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14Observations, observations, 

observations…...

 Miniaturization of 

sensors

 IOT proliferation

 Cheaper access to 

space

 More 

commercialization 

of data

Weather Underground Personal Weather Stations

200,000  globally in March 2016

NOAA’s Big Data Project 

Recent Congressional Actions
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19
SECTION TITLE

Where do we 

want to be?

Data Policy
Concerns and Considerations

• Public Safety Mission

• Economic well being

• Advancement of 
Science and Services

• Financial

• Closely coupled value 
chain from knowledge 
generation to action

• Will require continuous 
attention

Add’t Public Sector Considerations

• Return value to all citizens 

– Quality, cost effective, access

• Lead globally in inter-governmental forum

• Transparency in action

Data availability 

and access 

methods are 

changing

• Get informed

• Get creative

• Get involved


