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INTRODUCTION RESULTS

The development of rainfall estimates from passive microwave satellite
measurements, specifically, those from the Defense Meteorological Satellite
Program (DMSP) series, Special Sensor Microwave Imager (SSM/I) have
been one of the most important sources of data because: a) the length of the
dataset (e.g. SSM/I has been in operation since June 1987 to present); b) the
operating frequency range (from 19 GHz to 85 GHz), and c) the conical scan
viewing geometry allows to maintain a fixed viewing angle and a constant
footprint size along the scan for each frequency
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» After removing all spurious data, the mean bias between the original
and the reprocessed dataset is around 3 mm mon-1, but on regional
scale studies large amount of rainfall (more than 60 mm mon-1) could
be erroneously placed due to the existence of spurious data in the
original AT database.

descending orbits on > A good agreement between the annual zonal mean for GPCC and

August 02, 2005 over the dual-satellite estimates is found for the period 1992-1997 in the
eastern US after QC region between 30N and 30S. Beyond this region, the difference

) procedure becomes larger due to limitations of the scattering approach used in
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