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1. INTRODUCTION

Continuous monitoring of the Earth’s radiation
field at the top of the atmosphere (TOA) is essen-
tial for understanding climate and climate variability
on Earth. To achieve this important science goal,
the National Aeronautic and Space Administration
(NASA) has begun the Clouds and the Earth’s
Radiant Energy System (CERES) project (Wielicki,
et al., 1996), which consists of Earth radiation bud-
get instrument packages flying on three different
satellites, beginning with Tropical Rainfall Measur-
ing Mission (TRMM) satellite in November 1997,
the Earth Observing System (EOS) Terra space-
craft in December 1999, and the EOS Aqua satel-
lite in May 2002. Building on the successful Earth
Radiation Budget Experiment (ERBE) project
(Barkstrom, 1984), this multi-satellite Earth Radia-
tion budget mission will provide the scientific com-
munity with necessary information for monitoring
and understanding the Earth’s radiation environ-
ment well into the 21th century.

After two months of initial routine checkup, the
two CERES instruments (FM-1 and FM-2) installed
aboard the NASA EOS Terra spacecraft begin tak-
ing scientific observations on February 26, 2000.
They have since provided global broadband radia-
tion measurements for over 25 months. This paper
will show preliminary results of radiation budget
analyses from the first year of the CERES/Terra
operation. Results will include regional and global
analyses of outgoing longwave radiation, reflected
solar radiation, net radiation, and cloud radiative
forcings over various time scales. In addition, tropi-
cal mean outgoing longwave radiation will be
shown along with results from other broadband
datasets to illustrate the long-term variability of the
tropical mean longwave radiation budget.

2. DATA DESCRIPTION

The main radiation data used in this paper are
________________________________________
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extracted from the first full year of CERES/Terra
ERBE-like Edition-1 ES-9 FM-1 and FM-2 com-
bined dataset and cover the period between March
1, 2000 and February 28, 2001. Specifically, these
data include regional daily mean and monthly
mean estimate of top of atmosphere (TOA) outgo-
ing longwave radiation (OLR), reflected solar radia-
tion (RSR), and net radiation (NET) for the whole
globe on a 2.5-degree equal-angle grid and cover
all regions between the North and South Pole.
Other datasets used in this paper include the
CERES/TRMM ERBE-like Edition2 dataset, ERBE/
ERBS S9 scanner dataset, ERBE/ERBS/S10 non-
scanner dataset, ScaRaB/Meteor and ScaRaB/
Resurs monthly mean scanner dataset, and Nim-
bus-7 nonscanner dataset. Examples of prelimi-
nary results from our analyses are given below in
the order of increasing time scale.

3. RESULTS

3.1 Daily Time Scale

Daily mean TOA radiation budget records are
an important data source for the validation of global
numerical weather model. In addition, radiation
data at this time scale are also very useful in many
observational climate studies, ranging from studies
on climate variability on time scale less than a
month to studies on identifying abrupt transitions in
the dataset. Figure 1 shows an example of the
regional map of daily mean OLR on March 1, 2000.
Areas of low OLR are visible in both the tropics and
higher latitudes. These include areas associated
with both tropical deep convection, mid-latitude
synoptic storm systems, and the extreme cold
polar regions near both Poles. Regions of high
OLR include areas of major deserts and subtropi-
cal subsidence zones across the 30o latitudes. Fig-
ure 2 shows time series of daily mean OLR from
two regions. The Equatorial Indian Ocean time
series shows high frequency peaks and valleys
that are imbedded within OLR features of longer
time scales. The time series for the Eastern Pacific
Ocean, however, shows a relatively constant OLR
field through most of the year with a transitional
period that is marked by high OLR variability.



FIG. 1. Daily mean map of regional CERES/Terra
OLR for March 1, 2000.

FIG. 2. Variation of daily CERES/Terra OLR with
time for (a) a point in the Equatorial Indian Ocean
and (b) a point in the Eastern Pacific Ocean.

3.2 Monthly Time Scale

Monthly mean data have been use in the cli-
mate community to form the basis of climate statis-
tics. For example, global climate models are
routinely outputting their monthly mean data and
using this information for generating statistics for
climate prediction. The ERBE-like monthly mean
radiation data can be used to generate similar sta-
tistics for validation of these global climate models.
In addition, these monthly mean data can be used
to (1) monitor the radiative budget of the Earth sys-
tem on a global or regional scale and (2) examine
the cloud radiative forcing effects on the climate
system. Figures 3 and 4 show the regional map of
net radiation for March 2000 and their correspond-
ing time series of global mean net radiation during
the first 12 months of the Terra observations. The

regional map shows a positive net energy surplus
into the Earth system for much of the tropical and
subtropical regions and a negative net energy defi-
cit for the rest of the Earth, with the polar regions
being the largest source of energy deficit on Earth
during this month. Areas of energy deficit also
appear over the north African desert. The global
mean OLR, RSR, and NET for March 2000 are
238.1 Wm-2, 97.9 Wm-2, and 8.6 Wm-2, respec-
tively. The corresponding global mean cloud forc-
ing for longwave, shortwave, and net radiation are
26.9 Wm-2, -46.4 Wm-2, and -19.5 Wm-2, respec-
tively. The net effects of clouds are to cool the
Earth system, relative to the clear-sky conditions,
by reducing NET energy into the system. The time
series of global mean NET radiation shows an
energy surplus into the Earth system from March
to mid-April and from late August through February.
Energy deficit dominates the net radiation for the
rest of the year from mid-April to late August.

FIG. 3. Monthly mean map of regional CERES/
Terra NET radiation for March 2000.

FIG. 4. Time series of global averaged monthly
mean NET radiation during the first year of
CERES/Terra observations.
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3.3 Intraseasonal Time Scale

Variability on Intraseasonal time scales is an
important feature of the Earth climate system.
Understanding the physical causes of this variabil-
ity can have the potential benefit of improving
future climate forecasts. Figure 5 shows the results
from a recent study (Wong and Smith, 2002) on the
intraseasonal variability of OLR using data from the
first full year of CERES/Terra observations. This
figure shows a large intraseasonal variability in the
tropics over the west Indian Ocean, the area
around the maritime continent, the Inter-Tropical
Convergence Zone (ITCZ), and the Southwest
Pacific Convergence Zone. These features may be
related to MJO activities. Large variabilities are
also found in the Atlantic Ocean, off the coast of
North Africa and over the Amazon region. There is
very little intraseasonal variation over the subsid-
ence zone along the Eastern Pacific Ocean. The
intraseasonal variability of OLR extends beyond
the tropics. However, it becomes very small at lati-
tudes greater than 50o in both hemispheres.

FIG. 5. Regional map of Intraseasonal variability
of OLR constructed using first year of CERES/
Terra data.

3.4 Annual Time Scale

The radiation data at annual time scale are
important for climate diagnostic study because the
annual mean energy storage into the Earth system
is close to zero and the radiation results represent
a clear and complete picture of Earth energy bal-
ance over a year. Figure 6 shows the regional map
of annual mean OLR, RSR, and NET from the first
full year of CERES/Terra observations. The OLR
map shows high values over the subtropical
regions of both hemispheres. The ITCZ is visible in

the picture as a narrow band of lower values, sand-
wiched between the two higher OLR subtropical
regions. OLR decreases poleward from the sub-
tropics. While the highest OLR values are located
over the major deserts and subsidence zones, the
lowest OLR value occurs over the South Pole. The
RSR map shows many features. Low RSR is found
over the subtropical oceans and high RSR is
located over areas of tropical deep convections,
mid-latitude storm tracks, polar snow caps, and
major deserts. Areas of stratus cloud, off the west
cost of most major continents, also give higher val-
ues of RSR. The NET radiation map looks similar
to Fig. 3, but is much smoother. Overall, the tropics
and the subtropics are gaining energy while the
rest of the Earth is losing energy. The annual aver-
aged global mean OLR, RSR, NET, and albedo for
the first year of CERES/Terra data are 240.1 Wm-2,
98.6 Wm-2, 2.6 Wm-2, and 28.9%, respectively.

FIG. 6. Regional map of annual mean (a) OLR,
(b) RSR, and (c) NET radiation during the first year
of CERES/Terra observations.



3.5 Decadal Time Scale

Monitoring the long-term Earth radiative bal-
ance at TOA is essential for understanding climate
changes and for improving current global climate
models. Figure 7 shows results from a recent study
(Wielicki et al. 2002) on decadal variations in the
tropical mean (20o N to 20o S) radiative energy
budget. Using data records from seven indepen-
dent instruments, on six different satellites, includ-
ing Nimbus-7 nonscanner, ERBE/ERBS scanner,
ERBE/ERBS nonscanner, ScaRaB/Meteor scan-
ner, ScaRaB/Resurs scanner, CERES/TRMM
scanner, and CERES/Terra scanners, over a 22-
year time span from 1979 to 2001, Wielicki et al.
(2002) shows observational evidence for a large
decadal variation of tropical broadband OLR. Spe-
cifically, there is an apparent drop of about 2 Wm-2

in OLR from the late 1970s to the mid-1980s, fol-
lowed by a rise of about 4 Wm-2 from the late
1980s to the mid to late 1990s. In addition to these
large decadal changes, there are also significant
short term variability in tropical OLR associated
with El Nino/La Nina events and two major volcanic
eruptions. Since the radiative impact for doubling of
CO2 is about 4 Wm-2, large natural decadal varia-
tion of tropical OLR such as this is considered a
major change. These observed changes in tropical
OLR have been linked to the strengthening of the
tropical general circulation in the 1990’s (Chen et
al., 2002).

FIG. 7. Decadal variation of tropical mean OLR
for a 22-year period from 1979 to 2001. Results are
from 7 independent instruments on 6 satellites.

4. SUMMARY

Using the first full year of CERES/Terra broad-
band radiation dataset, this paper illustrates some

examples of the Earth radiative energy budget
study on various temporal (i.e., daily, monthly,
intraseasonal, annual, and decadal) and spatial
(such as regional and global) scale. While it is not
possible to give a full detailed account on each of
these results in the limited space given here, we
hope that the specific information shown in this
paper will be helpful to climate researchers in
assessing the many possible uses of this high
quality climate radiation dataset. The ultimate goal
of the CERES mission is to improve human under-
standing of global climate and climate variability on
Earth. CERES/Terra ERBE-like data is making the
first effort in achieving this goal. Additional CERES/
Terra global climate datasets (i.e., CERES/Terra
SRBAVG product) with higher monthly mean accu-
racy will be available in the near future. These new
datasets with improved diurnal radiation informa-
tion from geostationary satellites will further
enhance our current knowledge of Earth’s climate.
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